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M A R K E T  I N S I G H T

Arguably, grain marketing is many farmers
least favorite part of production. Each
producer has things they love about their job:
a love of the land or maybe getting new
equipment. Marketing often doesn’t make
that list, but without a continued profit,
farming can quickly become unsustainable.
Correct marketing is how profit is achieved.
Input costs and market values are always
changing which is why knowing your profit
margin goal is so vital to financial gains. The
goal should never be to price at the top of the
market, especially as markets drop off. The
goal has been and will continue to be
ensuring you are operating at a profitable
level that is specific to your production
needs.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
HARTMANN FARMS, LLC PARTICIPATES IN WISCONSIN’S AGRICULTURAL PRODUCER SECURITY PROGRAM. IF WE FAIL TO RETURN

YOUR GRAIN ON DEMAND, YOU MAY FILE A CLAIM UNDER THIS PROGRAM.THE PROGRAM MAY REIMBURSE YOU FOR THE LOSS OF UP
TO $100,000 WORTH OF GRAIN. FOR MORE INFORMATION, YOU MAY CONTACT THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,

TRADE ANDCONSUMER PROTECTION, 2811 AGRICULTURE DR., P O BOX 8911, MADISON, WI53708-8911, PHONE (608) 224-4998.
SECTION ATCP 99.26(2)(A) OF THE WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE – GRAIN WAREHOUSE KEEPER DISCLOSURE TO PRODUCERS.
HARTMANN FARMS, LLC PARTICIPATES IN WISCONSIN’S AGRICULTURAL PRODUCER SECURITY PROGRAM. IF WE FAIL TO PAY YOU

FOR GRAIN WHEN PAYMENT IS DUE, YOU MAY FILE A CLAIM UNDER THISPROGRAM. THE PROGRAM MAY REIMBURSE UP TO 80% OF
THE FIRST $60,000 OF YOUR ALLOWED CLAIM, AND UP TO 75% OF ANY ADDITIONAL AMOUNT.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, YOU MAY CONTACTTHE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER
PROTECTION, 2811 AGRICULTURE DR., P O BOX 8911, MADISON, WI53708-8911, PHONE (608) 224-4998.

SECTION ATCP 99.14(2)(A) OF THE WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE – GRAIN DEALER DISCLOSURE TO PRODUCERS AND PRODUCER
AGENTS

GRAIN MARKETING
There has been little relief for
grain prices as we have sped
through summer.
Since May corn has fallen over 80 cents and
beans have tumbled $1.80. Hedge funds put on
a record short, pushing prices down. This was
accompanied by August and September’s
USDA WASDE report which indicates record
yields on corn and beans. There will be some
crop loss due to initial high moisture, coupled
with increasing drought after July 4th, but it
won’t be enough to over shadow increased
production numbers in addition to how much
stored grain is still sitting in bins. 
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Current prices may not look the way we all hoped this season, and it can
be difficult to make decisions when the number isn’t what you’re looking
for. Having an action plan is far better than having a reaction  plan. If
current grain prices are not profitable, set some targets. If they are
profitable, sell a percentage of production and lock that profit in. 
Below is a chart provided by White Commercial that shows correlation
between supply of grain, and the respective prices each year. The graph
speaks for itself. High supply means lower prices, but it doesn’t have to
mean lower profits. The staff here at Hartmann Farms is here to take the
stress of marketing off of your shoulders. Our priority remains getting you
the best price for your production. Should questions arise as harvest
begins, whether it’s about when to sell, contracting or setting targets,
please always reach out to the office. 






