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Hello everyone,  

Thanks to all for making this challenging spring an easy transition 
into our new fertilizer plant.  We covered a lot of acres and moved a 
lot of fertilizer in a short period of time, with very few delays! 

The new fertilizer plant worked very well.  We were able to run this 
first season at full capacity with very few problems.  We started fill-
ing the plant in February and continued to fill all the way through 
May. Most of the product was delivered by rail. We were able to 

unload very quickly, about 6 
to 8 minutes per car.  In 
March we loaded out our first 
wholesale trucks. As we pro-
gressed into spring we were 
loading nearly 80 trucks a day 
wholesale and also loading 
our own floaters and tenders.  
We were moving about 2,000 

tons or more a day.  It was a challenge to keep enough fertilizer in 
the towers to keep loading, and that’s with two legs that move 250 
tons per hour.  We needed to run two pay loaders for one week just 
to keep up.  We went through about 38,000 tons in a months time, 
that amount of product would have turned Lynchburg’s fertilizer 
plant 21 times. Overall things went very well! 

 

We would like to invite everyone to our open house and grand open-
ing celebration of our new fertilizer plant on July 28 from 4:00 to 
7:00 PM!  Hope to see you all there! 

 

Mac Johnson 

Fertilizer Plant Manager 
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Fertilizer Plant Open 
House 

Be sure to attend our Fertilizer Plant 
open house on July 28th, 2009 from 4 
to 7 PM..  This will be our grand 
opening for everyone to see.  We will 
be having dinner, door prizes, and 
tours of the new facility.  Hope to see 
you there! 

1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
4 
5 
5 
7 
7 
8 
8 



The hectic spring season is behind 
us.  Despite the floods, wet ground, 
washed out roads and a late start, we 
finally have the crop planted, on 
most of the acres, and it looks fairly 
good.  Hopefully the weather will 
cooperate with us through the grow-
ing season and we will have a beauti-
ful harvest.  With that, I would like 
to thank all of our customers for their 
patience this spring and their willing-
ness to work with us to get all the 
products and applications out to 
them.  I would also like to thank all 
my staff for the extra time they put in 
to help get this crop in the ground. 

 

Now that summer is here, I would 

like to update you on what has been 
going on with Maple River Grain & 
Agronomy, LLC.  2008 was a suc-
cessful year for us and we are opti-
mistic that 2009 will be as good.  
Our new fertilizer plant worked very 
well this spring.  We look forward to 
many years of continued growth in 
the fertilizer business. 

 

Our grain department has also been 
very busy with receiving grain and 
loading trains.  As I write this, we 
are loading our 4th 110 car shuttle in 
the past 12 days.  July looks as if it 
could be just as busy and before you 
know it, we will be into harvest of 
small grains and on into fall and our 

row crop harvest. 

 

I would like to make note of the fact 
that on June 1, 2009, Maple River 
Grain & Agronomy celebrated it’s 
5th anniversary.  Although we didn’t 
have a big party, we did try to give 
all the employees enough time off 
over lunch hour to enjoy some pizza.  
This was a small token from the 
company for all their hard work to 
help this company continue to grow.  
As always, I thank you patrons for 
your continued support as well.  
Without you, we would not be where 
we are today.  Have a great year! 

Sid Mauch 

General Manager Comments 
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Fertilizer Market Update  

I would like to thank everyone for  
your patience and business this past 
spring at Maple River Grain & 
Agronomy.  We went into a late wet 
spring with very little tillage or fertil-
izer work being done last fall, putting 
more pressure on spring fertilizer 
application.  Plus a new fertilizer 
facility in Casselton to work out of.   
The planting season got pushed into 
a very tight window this past spring 
and without our new fertilizer plant 
in Casselton, I don’t think we would 
have been able to service out cus-
tomers like we did.  The plant all 
worked like it was supposed to , 
making it an easier spring for all of 
us. 

As we look at the calendar and the 

stage of the crops, it’s not to soon to 
start thinking about fall fertilizer.  
Prices are down under half the cost 
they were a year ago.  At present, 
prices are flat and close to cost of 
production.  Some manufacturers say 
they will shut down production if the 
industry tries to lower prices any 
more.  We have fall fertilizer prices 
in place at this time and are ready to 
work with you on a program for your 
farm.   

All of the dry fertilizer will be com-
ing out of Casselton this fall.  Pros-
per and Lynchburg will have the fall 
anhydrous ammonia.  We have 
plenty of truck power for all of your 
fertilizer delivery needs.   

Here are just a few numbers from 

this spring’s fertilizer.   The acres 
and retail fertilizer numbers are 
higher than normal for the spring 
since we didn’t do much business 
last fall.  Prevent plant acres and soy-
bean acres are also up this summer 
leading to less acres being fertilized.  
All of that being said, we have some 
pretty interesting statistics. 

 

Spring Dry Retail Tons            18000 

Spring Dry Wholesale Tons     39780 

 

Dry Fertilizer App. Acres         50167 

Liquid App. Acres            13212 

 

Mark Dooley   




