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This MÏÎÔÈȭÓ 1ÕÏÔÅ 

"A government big enough to give 

you everything you want, is big 

enough to take away everything 

you have."  --Thomas Jefferson 

 

From tÈÅ -ÁÎÁÇÅÒȭÓ $ÅÓË: 

Saturday December 17th marked the day of the first 75 car Norfolk Southern Railroad 

train loaded at our Sunbury location.  Our main goal for the operation is expanding the 

grain marketing opportunities that Prairie Central can ship grain to.  This shuttle train 

went to Greensboro, NC for the southeast poultry market.  For the first full train, 

everything ran very smoothly.  The first time completing any project with newly built 

equipment can always create a stressful day.  However, thanks to extensive pre-

planning by Sunbury location manager Rodney Rients and his team of employees, we 

were able to prevent some of these issues beforehand.  Prairie Central has a lot of 

experience loading shuttle trains through our Pontiac facility, which really helped to 

benefit us with this train.  We loaded for about 13 hours and were completed with 

everything by that evening.  Seeing everything come together the way it did brings an 

optimistic outlook on the future of this elevator which will bring benefit to all of the 

patrons of Prairie Central Cooperative. 

 --Mark Heil, General Manager   

    

            

                                 

Above: Rail cars 

being loaded.  Left: 

Sunbury manager 

Rodney Rients.   



Around The Company 

Another harvest has come and gone for Prairie Central.  The beginning seemed to drag on and started 

later than originally expected, but once it did, it kicked into high gear pretty fast.  We saw about the 

same number of corn bushels as 

last year with a significant increase 

in bean bushels.  Overall, it was a 

successful harvest and many 

farmers were pleasantly surprised 

by the yields they saw. 

Due to the shifting market, we 

have implemented some new 

aspects to our post harvest 

program for the year.  Some parts of this include 60 days free storage and freight paid off of the farm.  If 

you have any questions about it, you can contact the Weston office at 815-945-7866.   

As we approach the end of another calendar year, many are figuring out their income and expenses for 

tax purposes.  We have sent out drying invoices and statements showing money being held until January 

along with confirmations of grain in open storage.  Please keep in mind that if you want to pay your 

drying in the 2011 calendar year or if you want some of your money before January, we ask that you 

please take care of this by December 29th.  All January checks will be available for pick up on January 3rd. 

There are a number of meetings and conferences being held around this time of the year.  A group of six 

employees attended a GEAPS safety meeting on November 17th which highlighted the most prevalent 

issues in the industry today.  A trade show followed which allowed them to network and discuss 

business with colleagues and company representatives.  The following day, Matt Hinshaw, Mike Kilgus, 

Ben Herr, and Brad Follmer were able to go on a tour of the One Earth ethanol plant in Gibson City.  

Afterwards, they attended meetings which focused on market trends, financials, and self motivation.   

In employee news, Les Meister is taking a new position in the company.  He will be setting up and 

checking sensors, safety devices, and other monitoring equipment around the company.  Darren Perrine 

has been named the new location manager for the Pontiac elevator.   

 

 

 

 

A local farmer harvesting corn 
A farmer dumping corn at Fairbury 

Les Meister Darren Perrine 



Market Chat 

By Brad Follmer 

It has been a wild ride for the markets in the last month.  There have been a number of factors contributing to the sudden 

freefall in prices.  The European debt crisis has had much more of an impact on the U.S. than many originally thought.  Prices 

have failed to stay supported with the talk of this and our own financial woes.  Strong competition between corn and wheat 

prices have dropped demand for corn as wheat has proven to be much more of a valuable feed grain for livestock farmers at 

the current time.  For beans, many farmers in Central Illinois had some of the best beans they had ever raised this year.  

However, with China backing off of their U.S. bean import level and talking more seriously with South American nations about 

buying cargoes, our global footprint has slightly diminished causing prices to drop dramatically.  

In the ethanol industry, production has been up greatly in the last month while fuel demand has been down a few percent 

compared to last year at this time.  Part of the production iƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

taken away at the start of the year.  It is unclear where the markets will drive to from here.  With no clear end in sight for 

9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀgainst the markets than for it.   

The Charts below were provided by Advance Trading, Inc. 

 

 



The following are New Crop 2012 prices for the month of November ending 12/16/2011 

  

 

 

 

Prairie Central Holiday Schedule  

- December 23:  Closing at Noon .  Weston Office open until CBOT close.  

- December  26:  Closed  

- December 30:  Closing at Noon  

- January 2:  Closed  

Happy Holidays! ! 


